
 

July 2015 Newsletter 
Calendar of Events: 
(Regular meetings start at 7 P.M. unless otherwise 

stated.) 

July 9th- No regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

July 10th- Friday, LSBF visiting artist: Owen Reich 

July 23rd- Board of Directors meeting. 

Aug. 13th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. TBD 

Sept. 10th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 

Kusamono- grass plantings. 

Oct. 8th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting.  

Oct. 9-10th- LSBF Conference in Houston. 

Oct. 22nd- BoD meeting moved to Fall Festival. 

Oct.24-25th- Japanese Garden Fall Festival. 

Nov. 5th- Visiting guest speaker Bjorn Bjorholm. 

Dec. 10th- Regular 2nd Thursday meeting.  

Christmas Party. 

 

 
Last year’s “People’s Choice” winner got the 

premier space at the 2015 Bonsai Exhibit. 

LSBF Speaker, Owen Reich 

Friday July 10th. 
No regular 2nd Thursday meeting. 
 

From our President, Bill Weber- 
 

Well we are in the midst of several events 

happening this time of year. 

Last month we held a Texas native tree demo 

hosted by John Miller.  It was a great turnout with 

many examples of native trees.  I'm sure some were 

inspired to try a new species of trees. 

Next was our annual show at the botanical 

gardens.  Each year brings more developed and 

refined trees, it was hard to decide which was best of 

show.  I will have the results next month.  I wish to 

thank all of those who volunteered time to help make 

this event successful. 

Finally, next month we will be hosting the 

LSBF traveling artist Owen Reich.  The demo will 

be held on FRIDAY JULY 10th at the Botanical 

Garden.  We will be meeting at Dos Gringos at 

5:00pm to have a dinner with our guest.  As always 

those going to the dinner will be responsible for their 

own meal and drinks. 

I hope to see a good crowd to meet and greet 

our special guest. 

 

See you then, 

Bill Weber 

(972)679-2936 

 

From our Program Chairman  

Steven Hendricks- 

LSBF Visiting Artist, Owen Reich 

Note the Date Change 
 

This month we will be hosting the LSBF 

visiting artist Owen Reich (pronounced “rich”).  

Owen grew up in the Southeastern U.S.   Deciduous 

trees and broad leaf evergreens have always held the 

most interest for him. Yeah! 

Owen has a degree in Horticulture from The 

University of Georgia.   After graduation he spent 5 

years as the Nursery Manager.   Owen has completed 

two years of formal apprenticeship at Kouka-en 

Nursery in Osaka, Japan. 



The topic of for our meeting will be “difficult 

trees.”  Admit it, we all have one (or several).  Those 

trees that seem to have potential but have problems 

that you just can’t see your way around.  Owen will 

first address a special tree that belongs to the Botanic 

Gardens.  This Cedar elm formerly belonged to 

Darwin Boesch, a member of our club that has since 

passed.  After talking about this tree he will look at 

your own “special” tree.  We urge club members to 

bring in a tree with problems.  Owen will look them 

over and suggest ways to solve those problems. 

 

We will meet at our usual location and time 

(7:00) but on Friday, July 10 instead of our usual 

Thursday. 

We will host Owen for dinner at Dos Gringos 

starting at 5:30 before the meeting.  I hope you will 

join us for dinner. 

 

 
Owen Reich, our guest speaker for Friday, July 10th. 
 

Pictures from our Last Meeting-  

 

 
Steven gets ready to help John present his program. 
 

 
John led the meeting on native trees for bonsai.  

 

 
Thanks to everyone who brought items for show 

and tell. It added greatly to the program. 

 

 
Thanks to John for giving this interesting talk about 

all the native varieties available for use as bonsai! 



JULY BONSAI 
By John Miller 

July and August are usually the two most stressful 

months for bonsai in our neck of the woods but this year 

has been different, so far.  Keep an eye on the weather 

forecasts and be ready to change your habits.  

Going into July and August and usually later you 

will need to keep your bonsai as cool as possible.  That 

means no sun on the pot and soil where the roots are.  

Without going into a lot of detail some considerations you 

will be looking at. 

 

1. Shade cloth.  40% for pines, junipers, tridents.  50% for 

less tough plants.  60% on the west side. 

2. Water schedule.  At 2pm to cool the soil, at sundown to 

cool soil and refresh overnight, morning as necessary.  

This is optimum.  You must adjust that schedule and soil 

mix to work with your schedule.  

3. Soil covering.  Chopped long fiber sphagnum to retain 

moisture also helps keep soil cooler. 

4. Protect from late afternoon sun.  Low humidity lets the 

full force of the heat come thru. 

5. Consider foliage misting especially on junipers.  Many 

species in the wild open stoma at night to take in dew.  

Some broadleaf plants do foliage feeding, usually for 

localized needs in the area of the leaf. 

6. Keep insects under control especially the sucking ones-

mites and scale. 

7. Pot protection.  Shade sides of pot.  Use old cloth, shop 

towels, make boxes to fit.  Some air circulation around the 

pot should be allowed. 

 

We usually do not fertilize our bonsai enough. 

However during these hot days you need to exercise care.  

Slow release organics are best.  Chemical fertilizers may 

burn roots if the soil temperature (remember the sun 

factor) gets too warm, probably like upper 90s or more, 

be sure to read the label for guidance.  Most 

recommendations are to feed the trees with organic 

fertilizer balls.  Many are available commercially or you 

can make your own, depends on how many bonsai you 

have.  Even with the fertilizer balls I like to give a feeding 

with a liquid fertilizer every other week also.  

Also watch for signs of insect problems.  The 

spider mite will always be near.  Others to look for are 

scale of various forms, aphids, bagworms, and mealy 

bugs. Preventative medicine is best, spray on a regular 

schedule.  By the time you see signs of bugs, the damage 

is already done, especially from spider mites.  I use the 

organic foliar feed (1 Tablespoon each of fish emulsion, 

liquid kelp, molasses and 5% apple cider vinegar per 

gallon water) applied weekly to control all these.  You can 

use some of the other organic controls or a chemical 

according to label directions.  Read the label directions 

carefully.  Do not apply oil based chemicals to 

buttonwoods.  A hose end sprayer does not work very 

well, its droplets are too large and you have little control 

over where it goes.  Use a pump sprayer with a fine spray 

and cover both top and bottom of leaves, trunks and all 

twigs.  Most controls, whether chemical or organic, must 

be done on a regular schedule for good control.  If you 

wait until you see damage it is usually too late. 

When checking the results on your plants after 

spraying remember that the spray usually will not remove 

the ‘evidence’ of problems.  The webs will still be there 

after the mites are killed, the shells of the scale will be 

attached to the leaf or stem.  These will have to be 

removed by hand, by a jet of water, or some other way.  A 

soft toothbrush works well on the scale shells.  There is 

no damage from this leftover evidence but it prevents you 

from seeing any new infestation that may occur. 

Be careful when pruning the spring flowering 

species.  They will set buds for next year’s flowers in the 

fall.  The Kurume azaleas set their buds in July and the 

Satsuki a little later in August.  You need to find out if 

your particular flowering tree blooms on new or old wood 

and when it sets buds so you can keep it in shape and yet 

will not prune next year’s flowers off. 

Tropicals, buttonwoods, fukien tea, serissa, fig, 

etc., should be repotted during the summer while they are 

growing strong. 

When the humidity is low I mist my junipers in 

the evening.  I believe the story that in the wild junipers 

open their stomata in the cool of the evening absorbing 

any dew that may occur and close in the heat of the day to 

conserve moisture.  The other species may get a foliage 

spray in the morning. 

The humidity in summer varies quite a bit but 

when it sticks around for a few days look for fungal 

problems to appear, mildew being the most prevalent.  

Black spot will show up if the foliage stays wet very long.  

Foliage watering in the morning will usually not be a 

problem because it dries pretty quickly.  Treat with 

potassium carbonate which you can find at any nursery 

with a decent organic section. There are several chemical 

sprays available too. 

If you use the Boon technique for growing pines, 

now is the time for removing the candles, earlier on bigger 

trees later on smaller ones. 

 

 
A shohin grouping from the 2015 show. 

 



 
Helpers at the bonsai show taking a well deserved 

rest break. Thank you to everyone who came to 

help! 

 

 
A buttonwood from the 2015 Fort Worth Show. 

More pictures of the show trees will follow in future 

newsletters. 

 

2015 LSBF Bonsai Educational 

Seminar       October 9-10, 2015 
 Save the date!  October 9 and 10, 2015 the 

Lone Star Bonsai Federation is hosting a special 

bonsai educational seminar at the Kingwood 

Community Center in Houston, Texas.  Because 

there will not be a regular Bonsai Convention for 

2015, the LSBF Board of Directors will be hosting a 

1½ day mini-convention to continue our mission of 

bonsai education and advancement. 

  There will be two topics, bunjin and bonsai 

display, both are elusive and rarely discussed; both 

are about simplicity, but not easy to accomplish. The 

headliner will be a well known graduate of a long 

apprenticeship under a multiple Prime Minister 

award winning bonsai professional in Japan.  Demos, 

lectures, workshops, display (and critique), auction, 

raffles and vendors!. All at a very reasonable 

price.  More details to follow monthly. 

 For now, work on your best bunjin bonsai for 

exhibition at the seminar.  This will be a judged show 

with LSBF Certificates of Recognition awarded. 

 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months on the 2nd 

Thursday at 7 PM, at the  

3220 Botanic Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the 

building where the large conservatory greenhouse is located. 

Please check our website at www.fwbonsai.com 

For meeting dates and special events. To join or ask questions 

contact: 

Bill Weber, President,  972-679-2936 

Board of Directors: 
President: Bill Weber 

 webwill1@yahoo.com 

Vice President, Programs: Steven Hendricks 

 stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com  

Treasurer: Mark Bynum  mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Joan DeCapio 

 ronarrington@sbcglobal.net 

Member-at-Large: Bruce Harris 

bruce.harris1@verizon.net 

Other Positions: 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 
LSBF Alternate: Bill Jacobson 

wdjacobson@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Bill Weber 

 webwill1@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net  
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